




Pre-university programs

Today’s youth, tomorrow’s Acadia graduates
An Acadia education doesn’t necessarily begin with Welcome Week. 
Youth participate in a variety of programs that take advantage of 
Acadia’s facilities, academic and community connections, and  
top-notch faculty to offer engaging experiences. 

•	 Students become accustomed to the Acadia classroom experience 
and academic expectations before they enter their degree program. 

•	 Retention remains a strong merit of the EAP program: 92% of 
students who complete the EAP program continue on to their 
second year of undergraduate study, in comparison to 75% of  
non-EAP international students last year.

•	 EAP continues to be a vital element in Acadia’s international 
recruitment efforts. 2008 marked the highest number of 
enrollments in program history, resulting in 70 international 
students entering degree programs during the 2008-2009 academic 
year from countries as diverse as Russia, Saudi Arabia, and China.

•	 Via a new off-site partnership, students can complete the 

introductory levels of the EAP program in Nanjing, China. 

•	 Over 200 students participated in academies in summer 2009. For 
many of the students, academies are their introduction to Acadia, and 
may influence their future educational choices.

•	 Students spend a week immersed in the Acadia experience, 
participating in activities on-campus and making use of campus 
classroom, dining, and residence facilities.

•	 Academies connect students with Acadia faculty and special guests: 
in 2009, the Maritime Youth Wind Ensemble was launched with the 

contribution of special guest conductor Colin Clarke.

Summer Academies
Each summer, Open Acadia pairs with faculties and campus groups 
to offer engaging, week-long summer experiences for youths. Our 
academies have covered interesting ranges of subjects in Music and 
Science. Last summer, we collaborated with Acadia’s School of Music 
to focus on music programming, and brought together accomplished 

teachers with top young talent. 

English for Academic Purposes (EAP)
The EAP program prepares academically qualified international students 
for admission to Acadia’s degree programs by upgrading their English 

Language skills.

Huggins High School  
Science Seminar
We invite high schools to send 
their best science students to 
the annual Huggins High School 
Science Seminar, to meet with 
enthusiastic, innovative scientists 
representing a diverse collection 
of fields and interests. The 
seminar will celebrate its 25th 
year in 2010. 

Discovery Quest
Acadia University and Irving Oil 
partner to offer this summer 
institute for grade 11 students 
from the Maritime provinces and 
New England. The program is 
designed to support students in 
their desire to learn and contribute 
to a deeper understanding of 
themselves and the world in 
which they live.

Undergraduate  
Preparation Courses
Online, non-credit courses such as 
Math 0110 and 0120 are available 
to provide students with the 
necessary background knowledge 
to pursue university credits in 
related areas.

As a young alto saxophone player in grade 
7, Tara Coombs discovered the Acadia 
Summer Academies. 

“Music gave me a place to express myself 
and to feel included,” she says. During 
her third summer, she took her first oboe 
lesson. The fourth summer, she returned as 
an oboist.
 

Coombs, now 23, graduated from Acadia’s 
Music Education program in 2008 and is in 
her final year of Bachelor of Education. 

“I owe a huge thank you to Open Acadia,” 
she says. “Attending the Academies and 
working as a Colour Group Leader and 
office assistant have given me a world  
of opportunities.”

Tara Coombs
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Undergraduate programs

Undergraduate, above expectations
We add value to every Acadia parchment by providing students with 
opportunities to study in ways that fit their needs: during spring 
and summer, online, and even on the high seas. We also leverage 
our expertise from other areas to offer unique programming like the 
TESOL Certificate.

TESOL Certificate
The Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) Certificate 
provides English language teacher training that qualifies students 
to teach English in Canada or abroad. A new online version of the 
certificate is now offered alongside the popular on-campus program. 

•	 Students open up a range of international career opportunities in a 
dynamic, evolving field.

•	 Participants in the program engage in a practicum at the location of 
their choosing or on-campus, where they have  
the opportunity to plan and conduct lessons for Acadia  
EAP students.

•	 The TESOL certificate is accredited by TESL Canada, the premier 
representative body for the discipline.

•	 After only one year, the TESOL certificate already has a network 
of graduates teaching throughout the world, from Halifax to 

international locales such as Shanghai and Abu Dhabi.

Distance Studies
Our online courses are open-entry, allowing  
students to begin their studies at any time, rather 
than on the typical term basis. Certificate programs 
are also available to provide entry-level backgrounds 
in areas such as Computer Science and Business 
Administration.

•	 Over 500 students participated in distance 
courses last year.

•	 Distance courses allow independent students to 
add to their academic skills, explore new career 
directions, or learn for personal enrichment. 
Last year, hundreds of independent learners and 
students affiliated with other universities studied 
with Acadia via distance learning.

•	 These courses provide Acadia undergraduate 
students the most flexible option possible for 
their studies. They are an ideal choice for many 
students who want to continue their studies 
while they return home for the summer, or for 
those who want to enroll in intersession courses 
but need to arrange studies around work and 
other commitments.

Intersession
Courses normally offered over four months in  
the fall or winter terms are offered on campus in 
intensive three week blocks during May to August  
each year.

•	 Intersession allows students to pick up courses 
they missed, reduce their course load for the 
upcoming year, or catch up on courses in 
advance of changing majors or degrees.

•	 Almost 400 students participated in intersession 
courses in 2009, with most students enrolling in 
several courses.

•	 Spring and summer courses provide students 
with smaller class sizes and even more 
interaction with 
professors and 

their colleagues.

Class Afloat
Through a partnership with West Island College International, students 
enroll concurrently with both Class Afloat and Acadia University, earning 
university credits while sailing worldwide. Acadia faculty join the crew of 
Class Afloat to provide term-based academic instruction on-board, and 

students can also take other courses from Acadia via distance education.

 

Sailing worldwide for ten months on the tall 
ship SV Concordia created lifelong friends 
for Curtis Stanford. “We took care of each 
other in times of difficulty and enjoyed the 
great moments together,” he says. 

Now in his third year at Acadia, Stanford is 
majoring in History and Spanish. “My time 

with Class Afloat through Open Acadia is 
very important to me—I will forever draw 
lessons from it,” he says. 
 
Stanford, a Residence Assistant this year, is 
already planning his exchange program for 
next year. 

My time with Class Afloat through Open Acadia
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Earning her certificate in Teaching English 
to Speakers of Other Languages has helped 
Jenna Hirtle every day. A graduate of 
Acadia’s Bachelor of Education program, 
Jenna now teaches grade 7 and 8 English 
and Core French at Hantsport School.

“The TESOL certificate not only 
improved my understanding of language 
teaching strategies, it has proven to 
be an increasingly essential asset when 
approaching the job market,” she says. 
“I rely every day on the skills I acquired 

through the TESOL program, especially 
the practicum. As I’ve learned, second 
language teaching strategies can be 
integrated into most classrooms to benefit 
students’ learning.”

Jenna Hirtle



Beyond undergraduate

Ambition to grow, achievement with Acadia
We recognize that higher education doesn’t have to end—or even 
begin—with an undergraduate degree. We offer a strong slate of 
programs for practising teachers and professionals from a multitude 
of fields, as well as a thriving community program for local seniors.

Professional Development
Open Acadia offers a varied set of Professional 
Development programs with the premier quality 
expected from one of Canada’s top universities. Our 
programs are geared towards professionals seeking 
to enhance their overall skills and knowledge of the 
latest techniques and strategies in their disciplines. 
We emphasize hands-on skills that can be readily 
used in the workplace.

•	 In 2008-2009, our programs attracted 
participants from a broad range of organizations, 
including Acadia itself, Loblaw Atlantic, Frito-
Lay, ACOA, Manulife Financial, Sobeys, Just Us! 
Coffee, and Annapolis Valley Health. 

•	 Our programming also successfully drew 
professionals from outside the Annapolis Valley, 
to include participants from the Halifax area, as 
well as Cape Breton, central Nova Scotia, and 
the South Shore.

•	 2009-2010 will feature a refreshed selection of 
Professional Development offerings, including a 
project management certificate.

•	 Professional Development certificates have been 
used by undergraduate students to add emphasis 
to specific areas of learning, such as human 

resource management.

“Acadia has been home to me in many 
ways,” says teacher Nova Keddy. 

Since completing her original degrees 
in Arts and Education in the late 1980s, 
Keddy has used many Acadia services 
and programs. Now she is finishing a 
part-time Masters of Education program 
(Counselling). 

“The program and professors have been 
incredible,” she says. 

Besides being mom to a blended  
family of five, she hobby farms beef cattle 
and other livestock with her husband, edits 
books, is active in her church, plays soccer, 
and runs.

“I have loved the flexibility of Open 
Acadia,” she says. “The staff is  
always helpful.”

Nova Keddy
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Master of Education
In collaboration with the School of Education, we offer Master of 
Education degrees in areas of study such as Counselling, Leadership, 
Curriculum Studies, and Inclusive Education. These programs are 
available full-time or part-time on campus, online, and at selected 
off-campus locations to professionals and may be used for teacher 
certification increases.

•	 Over 400 students are currently in M.Ed. programs.

•	 Twelve cohort programs are currently in session across Nova Scotia, 
from Sydney to Yarmouth.

•	 More than 80 Graduate Education course sections have been 
offered in 2009.

•	 New initiatives have included a Master of Education in Curriculum 
Studies, with a concentration in Medical and Health Education. 
This program is being offered to select applicants on the Dalhousie 
University campus in cooperation with Dalhousie Faculty of 
Medicine’s Division of Education.

Studying art later in life has made Erika 
Stokes feel braver. 

Since her first ALL art course with Twila 
Robar-DeCoste, Stokes’s talent has grown. 
Her painting “Rural tranquillity” graced 
the cover of the 2007–08 ALL calendar.

Her confidence has grown, too. “Showing 
paintings at the Acadia Art Exhibition was 
a big step,” she says.

More recently, she donated paintings to 
raise money for a new fire hall in West 
Hants and for the Ross Creek Centre for 
the Arts.

When asked about ALL, Stokes says, “It’s 
the encouragement, stimulation and 
advice—and to meet people—which I 
really enjoy.”

Erika Stokes
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Acadia Lifelong Learning Centre
The Acadia Lifelong Learning (ALL) Centre was established in 2000 as a 
way of sharing the intellectual and cultural resources of Acadia University 
with the growing population of senior adults. ALL provides a venue for 
educational and social interaction for the Annapolis Valley’s growing 
population of seniors.

at the Acadia Art Exhibition
was a big step

Sustainability

Efforts for efficiency
As part of an institution committed to sustainability, Open Acadia 
has taken steps to reduce its environmental impact. This report is 
being distributed almost exclusively digitally, and is designed to be 
printed on-demand by the reader, or in limited runs for meetings 
and conferences.

•	 The program continued to thrive in 2008-2009, with 362 
members from the local community.

•	 ALL members receive free credit course audits and access to the 
Vaughan Memorial Library, as well as seminars, lectures, and 
outdoor activities.

•	 Acadia faculty and local experts instruct a broad range of courses 
including languages, history, art, politics, and writing. 

•	 In collaboration with the KC Irving Environmental Centre, two 
botanical expeditions have recently taken place, the latest being to 
Campobello Island, Maine and New Brunswick.

We’ve made efforts to promote 
our programs in more responsible 
ways. Large calendars have been 
eliminated in favor of compact 
pieces, online information, and 
printable PDF documents. Recent 
promotional pieces have been 
printed on FSC-certified paper 
options, and our two highest-
volume pieces were also printed 
with vegetable-based inks. We’ve 
explored the use of earth-friendly 
promotional and contest items, 

such as reusable tote bags and 
stainless steel water bottles. Office 
initiatives have included removing 
most bottled water coolers and 
fostering a consistent “think before 
you print” attitude.

In collaboration with other 
departments, we’ve greatly 
streamlined the registration and 
payment process for students 
enrolling in intersession and 
graduate programs, as well as 

several others. Switching to 
a primarily digital system for 
these student interactions has 
eliminated the use of a great deal 
of paper in the form of application 
documents, receipts, required 
duplicate copies, etc. This change 
has made registration more 
efficient, both environmentally 
and administratively. Our efforts so 
far have been encouraging—we 
have seen that taking steps to be a 
green campus really does pay off.




